
1Outdoor Adventures That Cost 
Little—or Nothing

 Go skating at a community rink
Most cities maintain free outdoor rinks.
Sample: The Oval in Halifax, Nathan 
Phillips Square in Toronto, and neigh-
bourhood “community rinks” across 
the Prairies.

 Try a local toboggan hill
Bring your own sled or use a bud-
get-friendly plastic one.
Sample: Calgary’s St. Andrew’s Heights 
hill; Ottawa’s Carlington Park slope.

 Explore winter hiking or snowshoe 
trails
Many provincial parks offer free or low-
cost access in winter.
Sample: Mont-Orford regional trails 
(QC), Cypress Falls (BC), Pippy Park (NL).

 Birdwatch or wildlife-spot on a quiet 
morning walk
Great for families or photography 
lovers.

2 Community Events & Seasonal 
Festivities

 Visit a local winter festival
Many communities host free celebra-
tions with lights, music, and outdoor 
markets.
Sample: Edmonton’s Deep Freeze 
Festival; small-town “Winter Carnival” 
weekends across Quebec.

 Attend a tree-lighting or holiday 
lighting ceremony
Most include free entertainment and 
family activities.

 Enjoy a library winter programme
Libraries often provide no-cost craft 

sessions, film nights, author talks, and 
children’s activities.

 Check out free museum hours
Many museums offer weekly or 
monthly free admission days.
Sample: AGO free Wednesday eve-
nings (Toronto), National Gallery free 
Thursday nights (Ottawa).

3Affordable Indoor Family Winter 
Escapes

 Warm up inside a conservatory or 
greenhouse.
Low-cost entry and great for winter 
photos.
Sample: Bloedel  Conservatory 
(Vancouver),  Assiniboine Park 
Conservatory (Winnipeg, when open 
seasonally).

 Try a “pay-what-you-can” theatre or 
comedy night
Many small venues across Canada offer 
budget-friendly cultural experiences.

 Visit an indoor market
Browse local artisans, enjoy inexpen-
sive snacks, or pick up small treats.
Sample: St. Lawrence Market (Toronto), 
Old Strathcona Farmers’ Market 
(Edmonton).

4 At-Home and Neighbourhood
Fun

 Host a winter potluck with friends
Everyone brings a dish; create a 
“Canadian comfort food” theme.

 Start a neighbourhood photo 
challenge
Pick themes like “frost,” “cosy corners,” 
or “my winter street.”

 Plan a DIY spa night
Use basic supplies like Epsom salts, 
calming teas, and homemade scrubs.

 Swap board games or books with 
neighbours
Free entertainment and a great way 
to connect.

5  Winter Road Trips and 
Micro-Adventures

 Take a day trip to a small winter town
Look for free riverside trails, historic 
downtowns, or public ice paths.
Sample: Elora (ON) in winter, Annapolis 
Royal (NS), Kimberley (BC).

 Visit a frozen waterfall or lookout 
point
Nature offers the best show for free.
Sample: Montmorency Falls (QC), 
Elbow Falls (AB), Tiffany Falls (ON).

 Have a thermos picnic outdoors
Simple, cosy, and memorable—espe-
cially at sunset.

6 Money-Saving Tips for Budget 
Adventures

 Use municipal activity guides
Most cities publish free or low-cost 
winter options online.

 Bring your own snacks
Higher-priced food kiosks can inflate 
outing costs.

 Carpool or use transit for festival 
days
Saves on parking and helps avoid traffic 
stress.

 Borrow instead of buy
Many libraries lend snowshoes, walking 
poles, or passes to local sites. 
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